MAIDEN BRADLEY WITH YARNFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a meeting of Maiden Bradley Parish Council held on 

Tuesday 9th September 2008 in 

Maiden Bradley Village Hall at 7.30pm

Present: Councillors, Stefan Piwowarski, John Priestner, Pamela Thomlinson, Suzy Pilbrow, District Councillor Catherine Spencer.
Chairman:  Councillor Stefan Piwowarski
 08/180 Public Question time
There were no public present.

08/181 Welcome and Introductions
Chairman Stefan Piwowarski welcomed everyone to the meeting 

08/182 Declarations of Interest

No Declarations of Interest were received.
08/183 Apologies for Absence

Apologies were received from Councillor Angus Neish.

08/184 Minutes of the Parish Meeting 22nd July 2008.

Council noted the minutes of the Parish Meeting held 22nd July 2008.

08/185 Minutes of the Parish Meeting held on the 22nd July 2008.
Council agreed and adopted the Minutes of the Meeting on 22nd July 2008.
08/186 Clerks Report
Website

The Clerk reported to Council that she had attended the Community First Website Training at Warminster library and had made some minor changes to the Parish Council Website.

Inside Justice Week
Council noted the information regarding Inside Justice week and asked the Clerk to pass the information on to the Parish News. It was undecided as to whether the Council wished the Clerk to organise a visit to the Police Control centre.
08/187 Village Hall Grant Update

Council noted that Dr Murrison had signed the Awards for All application as a reference for the Village Hall Grant application. Discussions took place regarding the funding made from the village Fete and the loss of Owlets.
 08/188Towards One Council Early Merger of Electoral Services Teams 

Council noted that the Electoral Services teams from the four districts had merged into one centralised team. 

 08/189 Our Place in the Future Core Strategy
Council discussed in depth the Our Place in the Future Salisbury District Councils Core Strategy but did not resolve its answer as a Council. Chairman Stefan Piwowarski directed Councillors to send their comments to the Clerk by email and the Clerk to collate the answers. These will be added to the Agenda for the October meeting. Councillors were reminded by District Councillor Catherine Spencer that Zeal’s Parish Council meeting was on Thursday 11th September 2008 where the allocation of housing issue would be discussed.
 08/190 Parish Steward

Council discussed the work they required the Parish Steward to action on the 13th October 2008, 10th November 2008 and 8th December 2008 the following list was compiled.
The leaves and vegetation to be cleared in the gullies at the end of Church Street opposite the Church

Clear roadside of branches down Kingstone lane and back lane verges

Tidy up the Knapp on the cross roads and the vegetation around the bus stop and the finger post area

Cross roads white fence to gully and any where else that Mark sees fit. 
The drains past Church before Telephone exchange need doing.
Council commented on the workmanship of the Parish Stewards last visit. 

Trimmed Hedges around the fingerposts

Cleared the drains opposite High Street/Back Lane and crossroads by High walled House

Trimmed back for visibility and cleared out fountain Knapp from Bus stop to rank

Cleared vegetation and gullies Boundary Kingstone Lane

Jobs not completed but on the programme for the gully tanker-Boundary Kingstone Lane. The work had been actioned to a good standard. The Clerk was instructed to inform Highways.
08/191 Councillor Vacancy

Councillor Suzy Pilbrow informed Council at this point that she had sold her property which would mean she would be moving outside the parish boundary and so would be ineligible to be a councillor. Chairman Stefan Piwowarski informed Councillor Suzy Pilbrow that the Parish Council were sad to lose her. Council discussed the present vacancies; Councillors felt that they might have two Parishioners willing to come forward to represent the Community but still wishes to proceed with an open evening. The Clerk was instructed to book the Hall for the 21st October 2008 7.30pm. It was resolved that tea and coffee with cakes would be suitable refreshments. 
The Clerk was given a list of names invite to the meeting. The Clerk was instructed to design a personnel invite to send out to parishioners on the list and that Councillors would email any other names that they felt should also be invited to the Clerk in the few days.
 08/192 Code of Conduct for Councillors Update
Councillors noted the update from democratic services regarding further developments in the way Councillors will be dealt with. The Clerk was instructed to keep a copy on file of the Standards Committee policy on the Imposing of Sanctions should a Councillor wish to see it.
08/193 Town and Country Planning (Local Development) Submission of the Wiltshire and Swindon Minerals and Waste Development Control Policies

Council noted the Submission above but declined to reply.

 08/194 ROSPA Play Safety Inspection Report
Council discuss the report below:
The following items have been inspected and found to be in good order:

Fencing, Signs Seat, Litter Bin, Movement Clash, Cleanliness, General Surfaces

Work is required on the following items:

Pathways -recommended to the play area

Gate- Adjust gate to closes no quicker than within 5 seconds

Other hazards maintain abutting Swimming Pool fence in good condition

Inclusion with visual play area inspections recommended

Adjacent football pitch- monitor for conflict between stray sports balls and play area occupiers. Provide raised protective fence/netting as necessary

Nearby over head power lines

No Kite flying sign recommended

Council instructed the Clerk to write to ROSPA and inform them that the overhead Cables were BT lines and so not a hazard. Discussions took place on the possible sponsorship of the recommended pathway to the play area for pushchairs. Council instructed the Clerk to add it to the next Agenda and seek costs for surfaces.
 08/195 Wiltshire Trading Standards landmark Court Victory
against rogue traders
Council instructed the Clerk to pass the information below on to the Parish News for parishioner’s to note.

Wiltshire is the first local authority in the UK to obtain an Enforcement Order against rogue traders using the Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008.  For more information read the Office of Fair Trading press release at www.oft.gov.uk/news/press
/2008/92-08
08/196 Boundary Commission Draft Consultation 

 Council resolved retrospectively the use of the document below as Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield Parish Councils 2nd Submission to the Boundary Commission following receipt of further evidence during the holiday break. 

Submission from Maiden Bradley Parish Council

re. the electoral division location of Maiden Bradley

1.
Maiden Bradley (in full Parish of Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield) is currently, and for many years has been part of the Western and Mere Ward of Salisbury District Council. Under proposals for the new Wiltshire Council Maiden Bradley will move to become part of Warminster Without. This proposal was made without any initial consultation with the Parish Council, which explains the last minute nature of the appeal against it.

2.
At the initial proposal stage an objection was considered from Maiden Bradley’s District Councillor, Catherine Spencer, with full support from the Parish Council. The basis of her objection is that Maiden Bradley is an integral part of the wider Mere community. This was rejected (para. 94 of the Boundary Committee Draft Report) on the basis of two arguments, that “there are good road links between Maiden Bradley and the Warminster area, which is roughly equidistant between Mere and Warminster, and that removing this parish would result in unacceptable levels of electoral equality.” The following statement from the Parish Council will address all of these arguments, starting with communications, moving on to Maiden Bradley’s integration with the wider Mere community, and ending with the issue of electoral inequality.

3.
The assertion that there are “good road links” that make Warminster and Mere approximately equidistant from Maiden Bradley is false. Maiden Bradley to Mere is a direct 2 lane road, the B3092. The only road that is roughly the same distance to Warminster is a single lane unlisted road via Shear Water and Crockerton village, or with a slightly longer deviation via Longbridge Deverill. These unlisted roads currently carry light traffic and agricultural vehicles, and are wholly unsuitable for heavier traffic. The shortest 2 lane road (north on B3092, round Frome ring road, and south along the A36 to Warminster) is twice the distance. To give precise figures (Google maps) Maiden Bradley to Mere along the B3092 is 6.2 miles. Maiden Bradley to Warminster on the shortest unlisted single lane route is 7.1 miles, and on the shortest 2 lane route 12.5 miles. Further, Maiden Bradley is relatively close to other parishes in the Mere area, but a considerable distance from parts of the proposed Warminster Without, e.g. Upton Scudamore village is 13.2 miles by the shortest A and B road route.

4.
Factors characterising Maiden Bradley as an integral part of the Mere area include –

· Inclusion within a designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty which does not extend to Warminster.

· Primary Health Care Services for the majority of residents.

· Primary education (Whitesheet – Kilmington and Zeals sites), which is the only school served by school bus.

· Secondary education is in Dorset (Gillingham), just the other side of the Mere area, to the south, and is again the only school served by school bus.

· The ‘community’ for both primary and secondary education is, therefore, Mere area based.

· Policing is via the Mere Neighbourhood Area.

· Long established links for joint community activities between Maiden Bradley and other communities in the Mere area (e.g. Kilmington).

It should further be noted that Warminster is not the preferred location of choice with parishioners, either for shopping or urban facilities. This is more likely to be Frome, just across the border in Somerset (6.5 miles via 2 lane road).

5.
We acknowledge that Warminster Without, if Maiden Bradley electors are not included, becomes a below average size electoral division, but we take strong objection to the proposal to reject all arguments other than the electoral convenience of Warminster Without.

We have some difficulty understanding the figures as given in the Draft Report, because there appear to be two figures for the ideal size electoral division, and the basis of our calculations is given in the footnote.
 Maiden Bradley’s electoral population is 267, and we have estimated it as 270 for 2012.
	
	As in the Draft Report (i.e. with Maiden Bradley in Warminster Without)
	With Maiden Bradley in with Mere

	
	Electorate -
	Variation -
	Electorate -
	Variation -

	2007 electorate -
	
	
	
	

	Mere
	3500
	-1
	3767
	+7

	Warminster Without
	3418
	-3
	3151
	-11

	Estimated 2102 electorate -
	
	
	
	

	Mere
	3680
	0
	Approx 3950
	+7

	Warminster Without
	3395
	-8
	Approx 3125
	-15


Two conclusions are clear from this table –

a) Keeping Maiden Bradley within Mere still keeps the electoral size well within the desired 10% variation level, now and for 2012; and

b) Taking Maiden Bradley out of Warminster Without leaves that electoral division well below average size. 

The argument we wish to make is that pulling Maiden Bradley into Warminster Without is both looking in the wrong direction for electoral reinforcement, and, given the 2012 projection and later, is not enough to meet the needs of Warminster Without. The more effective approach is to look at the electoral division adjoining Warminster Without to the east – that is, Warminster Broadway. Figures for that division, as currently proposed in the Draft Report, show a 13% above average electorate at present, rising to 15% in 2012. Further, much of the land within Warminster Broadway, between urban Warminster and the A36 ring road, is potential housing development land, so the disparity is likely to rise still further. It appears to us that the solution to the low electorate of Warminster Without is not to take in Maiden Bradley, but to take in part of Warminster Broadway. 

There is no case based on tradition or principle that we can identify for an unwillingness to move electoral boundaries in Warminster itself. Currently, for the purposes both of Wiltshire County Council and Warminster Town Council there are two divisions, East and West, while current proposals for the new Wiltshire Council have Warminster split into four divisions (excluding Warminster Without). We understand that Warminster Town Council has itself considered a possible transfer of electors from Warminster Broadway to Warminster Without, and this is consistent with the proposal we now make.

We would ask you to consider –

1.
The transfer of the Parish of Maiden Bradley with Yarnfield from the proposed Warminster Without electoral division to Mere.

2.
The transfer of the following streets from Warminster Broadway to Warminster without, to make up the shortfall in the former. This list (Warminster West No. 5) is the same as has been considered by Warminster Town Council –

	Location -
	Electors - 

	Bell Close
	14

	Bradley Close
	21

	Bradley Road
	88

	Frederick Taylor Court
	30

	Bread Street
	43

	Brook Street Close
	10

	Chapel Street
	80

	Chestnut Tree Gardens
	36

	Deverill road
	52

	Fore Street
	58

	Foreminster Court
	29

	Ludlow Close
	83

	Heathlands
	64

	Total
	608


The impact on the divisions of Warminster Without and Warminster Broadway would be
 –

	
	2007
	
	2012
	

	
	Electorate -
	Variation -
	Electorate
 -
	Variation -

	Warminster Without
	3759
	+7
	Approx 3769
	+2

	Warminster Broadway
	3377
	-4
	Approx 3593
	-3


08/197 08/093 Chicken Farm at Pollingfold, Bunns Lane, West Woodlands Public Inquiry

Council noted that the date and venue for the above inquiry is now The Suite, Bath and West Showground, Shepton Mallet BA4 6QN on 15th September 2008 at 12.00pm. Councillor Stefan Piwowarski informed Council that he would attend along with Bryan Glastonbury.
 08/198 Local Transport Plan 2008
Council noted the draft Local Transport Plan (LTP) 2008 progress report which

   Looks back at the first two years of the second Wiltshire LTP (2006/7-2007/8) in terms of scheme delivery, progress against targets and spending; and

   Looks forward to the remaining three years of the LTP2 period (2008/9 and 2010/11) in terms of risks, revisions to indicators and a spending plan but declined to reply.
 08/199 Parish Footpaths
Council noted that the Clerk had contacted the Rights of Way Officer for the Area Mr. Nick Cowan with a copy of Mr. Chris Oliver’s Footpaths report and that he had replied by email many thanks for this and will you please pass on my thanks to Mr Oliver for taking the time to walk the paths and compiling this survey. It is very valuable to have a current state of play of the paths within Maiden Bradley and I hope that I can now reciprocate by undertaking some of the outstanding works that are required. Quite when that will be I am not sure as we have a pretty tremendous backlog but I will see what I can do.
The Clerk was instructed to send a thank you letter to Mr. Chris Oliver for not only walking all the parish footpaths but also for compiling such a comprehensive report.
08/200 Planning

Proposal: Full Application- Amendments to Garage & Garden Store previously approved with new Dwelling

Under application S/2005/2253

Location: Plot adjoining Greystones High Street Maiden Bradley Warminster

Council commented on the planning application above:
 They have no objection to the changes; they feel the windows will not over look anyone’s privacy and that the length is acceptable for its size.

08/201 Proposal: Full Application- creation of new access to North of Site

Location: 103 Frome Road Maiden Bradley

Section 211 Town and County Planning Act 1990

Council noted that the following planning application had been granted permission by Salisbury District Council
08/202 Section 211 Town and County Planning Act 1990

Proposal: Trees in Conservation Area-Fell 2 X Beech, 1 X Lime and 1 x Sycamore 

Location: back Lane Maiden Bradley Warminster.

Council noted the above proposal and instructed the Clerk to write to the Estate and ask if the trees will be replaced on Back Lane.
08/203 08/161 Section 211 Town and County Planning Act 1990

Proposal: Trees in Conservation Area. Fell 1 x Portuguese Laurel & Fell 1 Cypress.

Location: Dower House Church Street Maiden Bradley Warminster.

Council noted that Salisbury District Council had approved the requirement of work to these trees. 

 08/204 Green Bins 
Council thanked District Councillor Catherine Spencer for her intervention on the matter Council noted that agreements for the Garden Waste wheeled bins were sent out to Maiden Bradley on Friday last week, to the four residents listed and three others who had expressed an interest. The bins had been delivered and collections commence once the agreements and payments have been returned to them. They can therefore accept any further requests for these bins from MB's residents from now on.
District Councillor Catherine Spencer then asked the Chairman if she could be excused the remainder of the meeting. The Chairman agreed and thanked her for her presence.
 08/205 Compactor visit
Council discussed the dates it wished the second Compactor visit to take place. They informed the Clerk that mid January would be favourable and Councillor John Priestner informed Council that he would be willing to go around with the compactor so that several drop off points could be arranged to make it easier for parishioners to use the service. The Clerk informed Council that she would advise Environmental Heath and report back to Council the expected date.
 08/206 Annual Party on the Recreational Ground July 2009
Council is asked noted that Kenneth and Suzy Pilbrow had completed the documentation regarding the use of the recreational area for their event to be held on the 10th, 11th and 12th July 2009 and the Clerk had a copy on file.

08/207 Football Club 
Council noted that the Ring O Bells Football Club had been disbanded and so did not need the use of the recreational area. Councillor John Priestner informed Council of two other football Clubs that had recently approached him regarding the use of the recreational area and the terms they had suggested.
Council agreed that both of the Football teams could use the recreational area as long as they agreed to the sharing of the facility, that their insurance details and fixture list could be sent to the Clerk. 
Council instructed the Clerk to send an agreement for the use of the recreational area to the respective clubs and discuss the arrangements agreed with Councillor John Priestner. 
08/208 Lorry Park Area

Council noted that the Clerk had received a reply back from FowlerFortescue Property Consultants regarding the hole in the Lorry Park Tarmac. The Estate had said that they will arrange for some tarmac chippings to be put in the hole to hopefully improve matters.

 08/209Trees on the Knapp and Recreational Area

Council discussed their responsibility for the condition of the Trees in both of the above areas. They instructed the Clerk to find out a) if the Trees are the responsibility of the Estate b) If any of the trees have a tree preservation order on them c) Find out the cost for an inspection of the trees on these areas if they are the Councils responsibility. The Clerk was asked to bring this information to the next Agenda.
08/210 General Community Fund
Council noted that Salisbury District Council had written to Council informing them that the deadline for applications to the Community Fund second tranche is on the 30th September 2008. The Clerk was instructed by Council to email the information to the Grants distribution list Clubs and Groups.

08/211 Website Training (Wiltshire Community Web)
Council instructed the Clerk to inform Parishioners of the free service via the Parish News and ask parishioners to contact the Clerk if they are interested in a website d a training evening. Councillor John Priestner informed Council that he might be able to host such an event. The Clerk informed Council that she would find out if there was any interest in such an event via the Grants distribution list and the Parish News.
 08/212 Anti Virus Computer Package 

Council discussed replacing the free AGV anti virus package the Clerk is using at present for a more comprehensive Anti Virus package. Council resolved that the Clerk should purchase the latest anti virus package but that she searches for the best price for the Norton Internet package that backs up the whole system weekly as well. This would ensure the Parish Council documents were secure.
08/213 08/167 08/141 08/101 Clerks Wages/ Appraisal and Training
Councillor Suzy Pilbrow read out the Clerks appraisal. Council discussed the contents of the appraisal.
 Council asked the Clerk when she should hear back from the Society of Local Council Clerks if she has passed her Certificate in Local Administration. The Clerk informed Council that she would hear back in 20 days time.
Councillor Suzy Pilbrow listed the agreed objectives below on the appraisal:
1. To pass CILCA

2. To achieve Quality Status

3. To gain knowledge in Excel (As advised by Mr David Hines Internal Auditor)

4. To gain knowledge in Power Point

5. Arrange an evening to attract potential Councillors

6. Discuss Councillors attending a set amount of meetings per year
7. Look into Publishing training or information

8. To alter the template for the appraisal so that the numbering is consistent throughout.

Date of Appraisal review: February 2009
Date of next appraisal: September 2009

Council resolved the following points:

The Clerk should make an alteration in the Agenda setting. Up and coming meetings should come under a separate heading and that it should be discussed on the next Agenda the allocation of the amount of meetings a Councillor should attend in their capacity as Parish Councillors per year.

The Clerk should investigate the cost of a mobile pay as you go phone as a dedicated line for the Parish Council so that the Clerks home life would not be compromised out of working hours. It was decided that it could be set up with an answering machine for out of working hours calls. This would also cover the Parish Council regarding its contractual agreement to provide a dedicated line and the associated costs.

 The Clerks hours and wages be reviewed 6/12 monthly. The Clerks time sheets should be reviewed at the October meeting.

The implementation of an increase in the Clerks hourly rate in line with the Society of local Council Clerks recommendations should take effect immediately. It was resolved that the Clerk stay on Scale Point 17 but her hourly rate be moved to the 2007/2008 rate £8.42 as recommended by SLCC.
Council reviewed their Contractual obligation to the Clerk’s employment and resolved that a sum of £3.00 per week would be built into next year’s budget to cover the Councils contractual obligation to provide heating lighting, wear and tear in the Clerks circumstances of a home worker.
Council discussed the Clerks job description details that required updating and resolved to include the obligation of the Council to ensure membership to professional bodies and the Society of Local Council Clerks, the Clerks attendance at County meetings and relevant training sessions provided by the Society of Local Council Clerks and County Association of NALC, the Clerks attendance at the Annual Conference of the Society of Local Council Clerks and the inclusion of write ups for the Parish News along with maintaining the website.  
 08/214 Half Yearly Budget Figures

Council reviewed the half yearly accounts and discussions took place on what it wished to achieve, several ideas were discussed for next year but due to the shortage of time Council agreed that the budget discussions would need to be carried forward, on to the October Agenda 
 08/215 Accounts for Payment
Council resolved to approve the retrospective payment listed below
Sarah Jeffries Augusts Wages retrospective payment  
£276.98
Council resolved to approve the following payments below

Sarah Jeffries September’s Wages



£276.98

Sarah Jeffries (Postage)





£  22.60 

LGA 1972 Section 13
Stationary Plus






£  34.28  

LGA 1972 Section 13

Sarah Jeffries (BT Telephone Charges May-July)

£  15.68

Council noted the transfer of £500.00 that was made on the 26th July 2008 from Account number 07052153 to account number 00108234

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman signed the accounts and Inland Revenue documents for the month of August & September.
08/216 Correspondence
Councillors noted the correspondence below

Glasdon products for Local Councils
Hills Municipal waste Contract Annual service Review2007/8

Western Area Committee Minutes

South Somerset Strategic Housing Land availability Assessment

Link up Arts

IOG Saltex

Festive Lighting Catalogue

Wiltshire Magazine

Community Arts Training October 2008

Community Play Areas Sutcliffe Play

University of Nottingham School of Geography “The Challenge of accessibility in four Wiltshire Villages”

Wiltshire County Transport Bus Map & Guide

One Council what will it mean for you

Wiltshire Collage course Directory

Local Works “Guide to the sustainable Communities Act”

Record RSS “bringing play to life”

Democratic Services Salisbury District Council Committee meetings dates

Wiltshire Wayfarer

Clerks & Councils Direct September edition

08/217 Items for the next Agenda
Compactor visit
Website training

Our Place in the Future

Community Volunteer update
07/311 Notice Board
Creation of Footpath

Draft Budget 

Approve Calendar of Meetings for next year
Clerk’s hours

Councils Tele Communications

Trees
Meetings for members of the Parish Council to Attend
08/218 Community First AGM

Councillor John Priestner informed Council that he would attend with Dr Ian Henry. The Clerk also informed Council that she would like to attend as many contacts could be made through Community First to assist with the Youth Club and Village Hall.

08/219 Powering Up Communities

Council noted that the Clerk is unable to attend the How to make Projects Happen! Project development and delivery made simple 11th September 2008 Quakers Meeting house Devizes
Council also noted that Councillor Suzy Pilbrow is unable to attend:
Community Leadership Inspiring people to make things happen 23rd October 2008 Studio Theatre Salisbury
Getting Engaged Involving people in building their community, 23rd September 2008 Wyndhams Devizes

Council informed the Clerk that none of the Councillors would be able to attend any of the above sessions.

 
08/218 Date of the next meeting

 The Council noted that the 14th October 2008 is the date of the next meeting.

Members of Council considered the following matters in the exercise of their duties: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability); Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights.
Sarah Jeffries Parish Clerk 
� Paragraph 119 Table 1 states that under the proposals the average number of electors to councillor in 2007 is 3252, expected to rise to 3697 by 2012. So the baseline calculation for the ideal size constituency in the Report’s recommendations is 3252. Table 1 notes that 25 (of the total of 98) electoral divisions are more than 10% different from this ideal (that is, more than 10% higher or lower), but that on current projections this will reduce to 10 in 2012. However, the ideal 2007 size used in the calculations in Appendix C seems to be set at a little over 3500, and since no exact figure is given it is difficult to do precise calculations. In Appendix C Mere is given as having an electorate of 3500 (without Maiden Bradley), and a variation of -1. Chippenham Cepen / Derriads has an electorate of 3509 and a variation of 0. One of the Devizes divisions has an electorate of 3530 and is also given a nil variance. So for our calculations we have taken the baseline as 3509 + 3530 ÷ 2, which gives a figure of 3520. On that basis a rough rule of thumb is also that every 35 electors equates to a variation of 1%. For 2012 we have made a comparable calculation. Two divisions (Mere with 3680 and Hilperton with 3706) are given as having no variation, so we have taken the baseline as 3680 + 3706 ÷ 2, giving a figure of 3693, and with roughly 37 electors equalling a 1% variation.





� Using the same basis of calculation as set out in Footnote 1 above.


� We have no estimate for the population change of the listed streets between 2007 and 2012, so have projected using the %age population increase estimated for Warminster Broadway as a whole in the Draft Report – 6%.





